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Area 1:   
• Big Eddy:High use development (same as current use).   
• Bruce's Eddy: Current uses as well as potential development of new public services, 

including large boat handling, maintenance, storage and mooring facilities; commercial 
concessions for marine store including coffee shop/restaurant, trailhead to Merry's 
Bay. 

• Merry's Bay Trail/Powerline road/quarry trails: tie system together with existing 
Merry's Bay Trail to provide multiple loop-trail system for non-motorized use. 

• Pipeline road:  to remain non-motorized fishing access. 
• Powerhouse road: continue management as primary public fishing access to N. Fork and 

powerhouse fishing area. 
 
Area 2: 
• North side (includes Big Eddy Trail): maintain current management as primitive non-

motorized to State Park. 
• South side Canyon-Billings Creek complex:  develop per original recommendations 

drafted by Dave Galantuomini from trail inventory team (refer to attachment below), 
with the additional provision of developing potential future motorized access on existing 
access trails east of Indian Creek.  

Canyon Creek-Billington Creek-Little Bay Complex recommendations. 
 
The area is being considered as one area because it all ties together with roads, terrain 
and vegetation.  Currently there is a major campground at Canyon Creek that has access 
to the reservoir.  The road is a developed county road.  The campground has picnic 
tables, toilets and a boat-launching ramp.   The area in this complex is gentle rolling hills 
with open Ponderosa Pine and Red fir mix of trees. 
 
Currently fisherman, hunters, hikers and vehicle traffic use this area.  Roadbeds exist 
through out the complex.  The roads were built to extract timber before and while the 
dam was being completed.  Some of the roads are existing county roads.  Many of the 
roads are now overgrown and not in use.  Users are maintaining some of these roads.  
Current use by ORV’s is confined to existing tread and not much off trail traffic was 
noted. 
 
Adjacent property owners include the Idaho Department of Lands (IDL), Potlatch 
Corporation, Reggear Farms, Bennett Lumber and the Baldic Estate. 
 
The road from Canyon Creek to the Baldic Estate has an exclusive easement that is 
renewed on a continual basis.  The North access area is off of Loseth County Road 
through IDL property.  No restrictions for ATV use are currently in place on IDL 
properties. 
 
Land Access Recommendations: 
 
• Authorize unlimited motorized use by ORV’s up to jeeps.  Work with adjacent 

landowners to provide access to existing roads that provide access to the reservoir.  
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State funding has become available to lease lands for recreation (State Senate Bill 
1390).  The owner does not give up rights to the land. 

 
• Depending on landowner permission, minor repair needs to be done on a section of 

road that runs through the Baldic estate.  This road crosses Canyon Creek providing 
access to the Reggear property and Corp. property.   

 
• Leave roads in place after the Little Bay Sale has been completed.  Determine which 

roads can be used for recreation and improve on them. 
 
• The loop system will start at the Canyon Creek Campground, cross onto the Baldic 

Estate property and then in and out of Reggear and Corp property.  This will continue 
on to the Mini Camps at Little Bay.  From here several smaller loops can be 
developed.  One to the North that will cross onto Potlatch property and come back to 
the mini camps.  Another would follow Loseth Road through IDL property to the 
Reggear Farms Quonset hut and then proceed back toward the reservoir.  At the Corp 
property line one can go back to Canyon Creek or back to Little Bay. 

 
• In the event adjacent property owners do not want to grant access across their 

property, a new trail system could be built.  The trail could replace or follow the 
existing footpath to Canyon Creek from the campground.  The trail would cross-
Canyon Creek and accesses the Corp property on the other side heading to Little Bay.  

 
• To mitigate for the “lost “ foot path, a trail could be built above the reservoir on 

gentle contours to access the mini-camps 8.1, 8.2, and 8.3.  The trail then could be 
built farther along the reservoir accessing other mini-camps.  The traffic would be 
limited to foot, horse and bicycle on this path. 

 
• Destination trails could be authorized to the reservoir.  These would be one way trails 

that are for fishing, hunting or sight seeing.  Currently two exist.  The first is an 
offshoot of the Reggear Farms road.  It is 1.25 miles in length.  The second is 
approximately 1 mile in length and goes through big timbers crossing onto Potlatch 
ground and then coming back onto Corp property.  I believe it is currently part of the 
Little Bay Sale.  Some of the trees are marked with blue paint. 

 
The major key to this area is to work with adjacent landowners in setting up the trail 
system, maintaining the trails and helping educate and enforce travel rules.   
 
Past experience has shown that users want loop systems both large and small.  The 
opportunity to does this does occur in this area. 
 
Authorize future developments as recreation use increases.  More fire rings, tables and 
better toilet facilities around the mini camps.  Add more miles to the trail system as new 
areas are found to be appropriate.  The area should become a major destination recreation 
facility for land based recreation as the reservoir continues to experience drawdowns.  
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Promote this side of the reservoir to alleviate congestion on the other side of the reservoir 
as more people begin to use the Project. 
 
Area 3: 
• West - Dworshak State Park:  Currently administered as outgrant.  Excellent potential 

for additional future recreational development as demand grows.  Encourage future 
multi-purpose development including motorized access. 

• East - Little Bay:  Management per recommendation attached above.  Authorize 
motorized access to MC 8.1, 8.2 and 8.3.  No motorized access to 8.4, 8.5 and 8.6.  
Overall area - roaded natural concession, north to area 3 boundary line directly across 
from MC 10.9. 

 
Area 4: 
• South shore of reservoir to Dent Bridge:  semi-primitive, non-motorized. 
• West - Elk Creek Meadows and vicinity: roaded natural concession per recommendations 

submitted by Don Kerby (attached below) and adopted by group in December, 2002.   
Summary of Recommendations for Elk Creek 
 
Elk Meadows is one of the Original 9 areas on the lake that in DM 10 was scheduled for initial 
development.  At least 5 of those original sites were developed, but Elk Meadows was not.  It was also 
classified for future development, which included some very elaborate and extensive ideas.  Elk Meadows 
has a great deal of potential for future recreational development, more so than either Freeman Creek or 
Dent Acres.  The topography is quite mild throughout the entire 1200+ acres and nearly every point in the 
meadow has excellent views of the lake.  The biggest hurdle and probably the only reason it was never 
developed was the access.  It is approximately 15 miles back to a paved road, 5 miles of very difficult 
improved but native surface roads and 10 miles of typical gravel logging roads.  The roads traverse over 
State of Idaho, Potlatch, and private lands, but one can physically drive a vehicle from the highway near 
Southwick to the waters edge in about 45 minutes.  Alternatively it is 2 miles as the crow flies or just short 
of 5 miles on contour (new road construction required) to the Three Meadows Group camp.  If road access 
were perfected, Elk Meadows would be one of the most desirable recreation areas on the Lake.     
 
Currently, this area is used by a variety of recreationalists.  ORV use is the predominant use and is 
evidenced by numerous trails ranging from improved roads to user developed trails.  Secondary use is by 
hunters on foot who access the area by boat from the lake.  This is a popular spot for fall deer hunting and 
spring turkey hunting and most of these hunters access the area by boat.  Horseback riders and mountain 
bikers also use the area, using the same roads and trails that ORV’s use.  Finally, 5 private property owners 
use this area as a lake access and recreation area. 
  
Land Access Recommendations: 

 
Authorize limited motorized use in this area.  Improve loop trail system around Elk Meadows and provide 
authorized motorized access on the primary road, designated trails and to designated mini-camps.  Apply 
signage and management to this road and trail system.  Specific recommendations are as follows: 

 
 

- Make minor repairs to existing primary road within project boundary to prevent further 
degradation.  These repairs probably will be accomplished during upcoming forestry treatment.  
Some repairs to the primary road should be accomplished as soon as possible to prevent additional 
water damage to the road.  Repairs include re-ditching of short sections of road, placement and/or 
replacement of culverts, and minor grading and rolling surface improvements.  Initial repairs to 
primary road are recommended only for long-term preservation of the road. The primary road 
should be maintained and authorized suitable for high clearance, full size vehicle use. 
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- Create a Loop trail system suitable for ORV/Horse/Mountain Bike/Hikers users around the 

Northeastern portion of Elk Meadows.  The trail would generally leave the primary Dicks Creek 
Lateral road about ¼ mile above the lake then parallel the lake to Cole Creek, follow the old 
county road up Cole Creek then contour around through the upper part of the meadow back to the 
primary  road.   Most of this trail is already in place and in use.  It can be improved during the 
upcoming timber harvest.    

 
Authorize 2 or 3 spur trails for ORV/Horse/Mountain Bike/Hikers users; One that provides access 
to minicamps south and east of the primary road and one that provides access the meadow area 
North and East of Cole Creek. 

 
 
-  Mini Camp Access: 

 
Mini Camps 12.1, 12.2, E0.2, and E0.6 A&B have all been accessed by ORV’s.  I think 
that it is good to have some of these ORV accessible and some not.  12.2, and  E0.6 both 
receive lots of ORV use and are very good sites for ORV access.  These sites both offer 
multiple sites suitable for larger groups and sufficiently large areas for turn around and 
parking.  I recommend that 12.2 and E0.6 be authorized and improved for ORV access 
and use.  12.1 and E0.2 both have somewhat difficult and steep access and have little 
space available to turn around and park.  While it is possible to create access to most of 
the minicamps around Elk Meadows, some should be reserved for non-motorized use.  I 
recommend that 11.7, 12.1, E0.1 E0.8 and E1.5 be designated closed to ORV use.   
 
E0.9 is a universally accessible minicamp.  It currently has no ORV access, but an old 
logging road is in close proximity and the topography is not prohibitive.  We should 
consider developing ORV access to this universally accessible site so that handicap ORV 
users also have a universally accessible site. 

 
- Work with State of Idaho, Potlatch Corp. and adjacent private ownerships to manage ORV use, 

secure access into Elk Meadows and potentially develop a larger loop trail from Mason Meadows 
Coop road. 

 
- Encourage Corps to develop boat access to this area, ie Docks, anchor buoys, and/or other user 

friendly ideas to improve recreational access and use.   
 

- Authorize Future recreational development of this area as demand dictates.   This could include 
something as basic as ORV accessible group camps in the main meadow, away from the water’s 
edge; or may be as extensive as an RV camp ground, Marina, concessions and other higher 
intensity uses suggested in the original DM 10. 

   
• North shore, Dent Acres area and Dent Point, Dent Group Camp:  High-use recreational 

development, roaded natural concession.  Potential campground expansion and 
development of non-motorized recreational trail systems in Dent Point area.  Potential 
future improvement of Group Camp facilities. 

 
Area 5: 
Semi-primitive, non-motorized with the following exception: designate portion of existing 
trail system as ATV trail for access to MC E3.2 and E3.8 
 
Area 6: 
• South shore: Designate ATV access on White's Creek road.  Rest of area designated 

primitive, non-motorized. 
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• North shore: Designate primitive, motorized access.  All inventoried trails listed on the 

Ladd's Creek inventory (Phil Johnston, October 11 2002) that are within corps boundary 
designated as ATV accessible, includes ATV access to MC 23.2 and 23.4 and potential 
loop trail system. 

Area 7 ("Steeper than a cow's face") 
• South side: Reed's Creek - Semi-primitive, non motorized.  Bartlett Point Rd - no 

destination potential. 
• North side: Semi-primitive, non motorized.  No recommendations for development. 
 
Area 8 
• Magnus Bay/Evans Creek: Recommendations as written in attachment below. 
 

Magnus Bay  - Rural 
This 1225acre site in the middle reservoir is situated on the right shore at River Mile 27, approximately 10 
river miles upstream from the Dent Bridge. This site was to serve as an operation and maintenance center 
for the middle reservoir area. It lies at a travel distance, by road, of 15 miles from Headquarters and 66 
miles from Orofino. Meadow Creek Rd a State Dept of Lands road provides public access to Magnus Bay 
from the Silver creek road to the Corp boundary.  Campground 26.0 is located .58 of a mile from the Corp 
boundary via the South Magnus Bay road on the point over looking Caldwell Creek. It has several 
campsites with RV parking, handicapped accessible rest room and two primitive boats launches. This area 
is currently is being used as a motorized accessible campground and picnic area by the public.            From 
campsite 26.0 is a 3.2-mile road that connects the South Magnus bay road to the North Magnus Bay road 
creating a 9.19-mile OHV loop 4.48 miles on Corp property and 4.71 miles on Idaho State Dept of Lands. 
With a 1.1-mile spur road to the high water mark overlooking Magnus Bay, we are calling this road, Big 
Creek Rd it is one of the original County Roads to Big Island.   

Land Access Recommendations: 

Initial development of boat launch, future development of marina, concessions, cabins and campsites.   
Authorize motorized use through out this area and not change its primary recreational use, work with the 
Idaho Dept of Lands to have year around access.  Immediate development should include the clearing of 
brush from the 1.1mile Big Creek county road to a destination viewpoint over looking the bay.  Designate 
the N/S Magnus connector as an OHV- JEEP trail.  

Develop a connector OHV trail from the Big Creek Rd to the N/S Magnus connector to form a loop.  
Improve the South Magnus Bay road to a system rd to campground 26.0 for all vehicles.  Improve the 
North Magnus Bay rd to a system rd for all vehicles, Develop Campsites, Fire rings, RV Parking, & 
Toilets, in the level terrain areas.   Future development will include improvement of the launching ramps, 
additional parking areas, foot trails, viewpoint development, construction of boat tie-up docks, swimming 
area, and major camping areas with trailer dump stations & potable water.   

Sensitive areas are to be fenced or otherwise protected from detrimental access. 

 

Evans Creek-  Rural 
Evans Creek recreational area consisting of 330 acres is located approximately 2 river miles from Magnus 
Bay and 24 miles from Headquarters. Accessed by Big Island Road from the Silver Creek Road, Big Island 
road is graveled to the Corp boundary. Campground 28.4 located .70miles from the Corp boundary on the 
original North Fork Trail consists of several tent camping sites surrounding a handicapped confront station 
and primitive boat launch. This site has been identified for its waterfront access, and is being used by the 
motorized public for picnicking, boat launching, and limited RV camping. Several spur roads exist that 
lend themselves to RV camping away from central area. 
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Land Access Recommendations: 

Authorize motorized use through out this area, allowing OHV and Jeep traffic on all existing trails and 
roads and not change its primary recreational use.  Work with the State Dept of Lands to have year around 
access. Development of concessions, cabins; additional camping facilities, equestrian/foot trail between 
Evans Creek and Magnus Bay; designate North Fork Trail as user-maintained OHV trail; lease airstrip. 

Immediate development should include improvement of the access road from the Corp boundary to 
campground 28.4 to a system road for all vehicles.  Improve the boat launch facilities with construction of a 
two tier-launch ramp to the low water mark and install additional parking for RV’s and boat trailers. 

Develop the existing fence line maintenance road from Evans Creek to Cold Creek and beyond to Big 
Creek for OHV and Jeeps thus creating an additional loop system. 

Future development will include a major camping area with a trailer dump station, foot trails, construction 
of boat tie-up docks, and swimming area. 

Area 9 
• North Fork Trail - establish as user-maintained trail. 
• Elkberry Creek Road - Improve for all-vehicle access, expand campsite at 36.2, add ATV 

loop. 
• Little Meadow Creek Log Dump - Establish destination camping area, open to all vehicle 

types.   
• Grandad Creek road to Armstrong Saddle - Open to ATV travel subject to wildlife and 

seasonal considerations.  Establish designated recreation lands at Little Meadow Creek 
log dump and Elkberry Creek road in lieu of Homestead Creek and Hughes Point 
recreational designations.  May include other log-dump sites as appropriate. 

Area 9/10 
 
Silver Creek and Musselman Roads through mitigation lands:  Designate as public rights-of-
way.  Coordinate with county/state as necessary. 
 
Long-Robinson Creek Recommendations: 
 
Long and Robinson Creeks lie in lands purchased for Elk winter range mitigation.  The 
land is currently managed for winter range habitat for elk and deer.  No authorized motor 
access is currently allowed.  Winter range restoration is currently taking place.  
Controlled burns and mechanical vegetation manipulation are the main sources of 
restoration work. 
 
The roads in these areas are present and are opened up and repaired as needed when 
burns are prescribed.  This is for fire access and control.  Firebreak lines are also built 
using dozer equipment.   
 
Idaho Department of Lands (IDL) owns the land to the North and Potlatch Corporation 
owns the land to the West except for 1 section owned by IDL.  The roads are main roads 
with no current problems.  Some work would have to be done on Potlatch owned ground 
where tank traps have been built to keep large vehicles out.  The road on the East Side of 
Robinson Creek has several such traps.  This road would have to be brushed out in one 
section for OHV use. 
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Land Access Recommendations: 
 
• Authorize limited motorized use of the area.  No new road or trail construction will be 

allowed for OHV use.  The season will run from 6-1 to 8-15 of each year.  The area is 
managed for winter range and this limited use season will be out of the winter and 
calving cycle.  The area should be monitored to see how much actual summer range is 
being utilized, if any.  Travel plans could be adjusted if it appears to disrupt the 
animals to a great extent. 

 
• Two loop systems can be put into place with no new development.  The first one 

would start at the two road barricades between Long Creek and Nylon Creek.  
Continue North onto IDL land at 41N 4E Section 34 South.  Proceed through IDL 
lands and enter back onto Corp property at 40N 4E Section 3 Northeast.  Proceed 
back to point of origin.  The second loop would start at the two barricaded roads in 
Section 10 SE corner 39N 4E.  Continue in a north-northeast direction until you exit 
Corp property at 40N 4E Section 3 SW.  You will now enter Potlatch property.  You 
will then come to an intersection, the right will take you to the main Long Creek road 
and the left will take you back down Robinson Creek to Corp property and to your 
point of origin or to the main road below where you started.  At the top of Section 10 
is an excellent viewing site of the reservoir and surrounding area.  This would be a 
good place to put up an informational sign explaining the habitat restoration area and 
work being done to benefit wildlife. 

 
• Work with IDL and Potlatch to manage OHV use and expand the trail system outside 

Corp property. 
 
• Allow motorized use for predator control yearlong on a limited permitted basis as the 

need arises. 
 
• Look at the feasibility of developing Robinson Creek log dump into a camping and 

destination site. 
 

• Limit future development in this area to a minimum, but allowed. 
 
Area 11 
• Log dumps (Breakfast Creek, Little North Fork) - Roaded Natural 
• Homestead Creek and Hughes Point  - Rec areas as defined in DM10 
• Interpretive trail at Homestead creek site, non-motorized. 
• Improvements to minicamp L6.0 to accomodate present use patterns 
• L3.6 - Develop per "Boehl's Rec Area" from DM-10, including primitive camping and a 

bpat launch.  The group feels that development at this site would provide an alternate 
access to the reservoir to Grandad, which is filled to capacity during kokanee season 
(through mid-August).   

 
Area 12 
South - Semi primitive, motorized.   
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• Develop trail from Benton Creek area to Butte Creek.   
• Benton Creek Log Dump - Establish destination camping area. 
• Open access road from Benton Butte across corps ground to Benton Creek log dump 

as a single loop trail.  Include vista point or campsite along trail.  Maintain for ATV 
access/fire protection road. 

North - Semi primitive, non-motorized. 
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